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ElIA-Funded Program Name:
300401 - SC Middle Grades Initiative
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* Name of Person Completing Survey and to whom EOC members may request additional information:

Baron Holmes

* Telephone number:
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* E-mail:
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History of the program. Please mark the appropriate response (choose one):This program:
Owas an original initiative of the Education Improvement Act of 1984

O Wwas created or implemented as part of the Education Accountability Act of 1998

O Has been operational for less than five years

O was funded by last fiscal year by general or other funds.

Ols anew program implemented for the first time in the current fiscal year

@® Other

What SC laws, including provisos in the current year's general appropriation act, govern the
implementation of this program? Provide complete citations from the SC Code of Laws including Title,
Chapter, and Section numbers.

Code of Laws:(MAX. 100 characters)

Proviso Number:(MAX: 100 characters)

What South Carolina regulations govern the implementation of this program? Provide specific
references to the South Carolina Code of Regulations?

Regulations:

Do guidelines that have been approved by the State Board of Education, the Commission on higher
Education or other governing board exist that govern the implementation of this program?

O Yes
® No
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What are the primary objective(s) or goals of this program? Please distinguish between the long-term
mission of the program and the current annual objectives of the program. (The goals or objectives should
be in terms that can be quantified, evaluated and assessed.) (MAX 3500 characters)

The goals of this programare to i nprove the academ ¢ achi evenent and personal devel opnent of
early adol escents in the nmiddle grades. Thus, achievenent of both academnm ¢ standards and
positive youth devel opnent are central purposes.

In order to achieve the goals of the nmiddle grades initiative, objectives have been devel oped.
The current objectives are to support, develop, and strengthen m ddl e grades students,

t eachers, and schools. Therefore the current objectives are to: 1) support and strengthen the
academ ¢ achi evenent and personal devel opnent of niddl e grades students; 2) support the
trai ni ng and professional devel oprent of highly qualified mddle grades teachers; and 3)
support and strengthen m ddl e schools to inprove their effectiveness in pronoting high academc
achi evenent and positive youth devel opment. For each of these objectives, the Mddl e G ades
Initiative sponsors a project:

? For the student achievement and devel opment objective, we sponsor the Mddl e G ades
Data Project. The data project conpiles and disseninates informati on regardi ng the non-academni c
det erm nants of acadeni ¢ achi evenment and sel f-destructive risk-behaviors. The purpose of this
project is to clarify the non-academ ¢ i nfluences that nust be inproved in order for mddle
grades students to reach state academ c standards.

? For the highly qualified teachers objective, the project sponsors M.TElI (the Mddle
Level Teacher Education Initiative). MTEl pronotes and supports the training of mddle grades
t eachers highly qualified in acadenic content, pedagogy, adol escent devel opment, and m ddl e
school organi zati on and phil osophy.

? For the effective mddle schools objective, the project sponsors Schools to Watch
School s to Watch pronotes excellence in all critical acadenm c, youth devel opnent, schoo

or gani zati on, educator professionalism and other spheres by dissem nating principles and
practices of high quality mddle schools, especially through the selection and devel opnment of
exenplary mddle | evel schools to act as nodels and | eaders of best practice.
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In the prior fiscal year, what primary program activities or processes were conducted to facilitate the
program’s performance in reaching the objective(s) as provided in question 7? What, if any, change in
processes or activities are planned for the current fiscal year? (Examples of program processes would be:
training provided, recruiting efforts made, technical assistance services, monitoring services, etc. Answers
should be specific to the process undertaken at the state level to support the objectives of the program and
should be quantifiable Please include any professional development services provided.)(MAX: 5000
characters)

M ddl e Grades Data Project: The primary work of the project was the creation and |Iinking of the
data files and the analysis of the "front end" early chil dhood data. Qur assunption is that
nost of the academic, famly, and chronic health or disability problens affecting adol escents
have been present since the early years of their lives. Qur additional hypothesis is that cost-
ef fective pronpti on of acadenic and personal devel opment must be achieved in early and mddle
chi | dhood as a foundation for subsequent success during adol escence. Both research and often-
repeated commentary by educators in South Carolina enphasize how many students reach middle
school achieving bel ow state academ ¢ standards. During FY' 07 the M ddle Grades Data Project
gat hered and anal yzed the data show ng how many of which students failed to | aunch successfu
academ ¢ careers. Data denonstrating poor performance included the SC Readi ness Assessnment in
ki ndergarten and first grade, retention and over-age in the early grades, and PACT scores in

gr ades 3&4. Determ nants of poor performance were explored: low birth weight, disabilities and
chronic conditions, linmted famly literacy, child abuse and negl ect, poverty, teen parent(s),
and |inmted English proficiency. Also, the inpact of the 4 year old preschool programand K-3
educati on was investigated. Furthernore, plans were crafted for extension of the analysis into
t he m ddl e grades using the cohort followed by Wi Yao of SDE for 1995/96 4K participants. This
cohort is the same as David Potter's "Longitudi nal Analysis of Six Years of PACT Achi evenent
Dat a, 2000-2005." This analysis will be perforned by the Mddle G ades Data Project in 2007/08
usi ng data warehouse links for the social, economc, and health factors investigated in the
early chil dhood analysis. Prelimnary work was done in 2006/ 07 on the chronic health and

di sability problens of mddle grades students, but the results will not be disseninated unti
the entire analysis is finished for the |ongitudinal cohort. Such analysis Iinking data

war ehouse files will be conbined with survey data to provide a nore conplete picture of the

det ermi nants of personal an acadenic success of mddl e grades students.

The M ddle Level Teacher Education Initiative (M.TElI) has been sponsored through the South
Carolina Mddl e School Association (SCVMSA). The Initiative?s goals are to assist South Carolina?
s hi gher education institutions (IHEs) in planning and devel opi ng m ddl e grades teacher
preparation prograns that address middle | evel NCATE standards. NCATE standards define quality
m ddl e | evel teacher training programs. The grant?s efforts have been to:

? Provide sufficient quality and quantity of niddle |evel teachers.

? Encour age devel opment of M. progranms in SC | HEs.

? Provi de informati on and opportunities for current M. teachers to remain in the mddle
gr ades.

? Provi de a cl earinghouse of hel pful infornation to aid prospective prograns to plan for
addi ng nmiddle | evel offerings.

? Encour age networ ki ng and support through invol venent of M. professors in SC Professors

of M ddle Level Education (SCPOMLE) and other grant activities.

The primary work of the grant has been providing technical assistance and support to the |IHEs
to hel p them devel op prograns that neet NCATE standards; enphasizing quality and well as
guantity through resources; developing a CDOwith multiple resources for teaching Young

Adol escent Devel opnent effectively; sharing best practices through the website featuring
syl | abi from various | HEs; encouraging mddle | evel teachers to seek highly qualified status

t hrough coursework, Praxis exanms, and related grants; encouragi ng involvenment as presenters and
att endees at the NMBA M ddl e Level Teacher Education Synposi um

School s to Watch: Schools to Watch is an initiative launched in 1999 by the National Forumto
Accel erate M ddl e-G ades Reform an alliance of nore than 60 educators, researchers, and
of ficers of national associations and
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In the prior fiscal year and using the most recent data available, what were the direct products and services
(outputs) delivered by this program? (Examples of program outputs would be: number of teachers
attending professional development seminars, number of AP exams given and students taking AP classes,
number of students served in the program, etc.)(MAX: 5000 characters)

M ddl e Grades Data Project: Since the project does not provide services, there are no outputs
or direct service products. Once the data anal ysis has been conpleted, it will be disseninated
Wi dely in a manner simlar to the Mddle Grades Student Profile devel oped and di sserminated with
t he EOC over the past two years. Qutput data for the nunbers of persons receiving the reports
Wi Il be collected in 2007/ 08.

M ddl e Level Teacher Education Initiative: The grant has supported a network of |HEsS engaged in
t he devel opnent and inplenentation of quality middle |level teacher preparation prograns.

Thr ough neetings, tel ephone and face-to face conferences, newsletters, and web comuni cati on
partici pants worked together to identify the essential elenents of effective niddle |eve
prograns. Content Quality Networks (CQN) hel ped extend the discussion of teacher preparation
to include the arts and sci ences, undergraduate content areas, as well as other standards
assessed through the newy revised NMSA/ NCATE Teacher Preparation Performance Standards. The
Young Adol escent Devel opnent team produced a CD for IHEs with nultiple resources. The website
was updated to provide a nore sophisticated presence and |inks were updated for currency. The
Pedagogy t eam produced sanple |l essons on CD and in manuals. Al networks posted information on
t he MLTEIl.org website.

School s to Watch Initiative: The grant supported the national training of eight team nenbers
Who in turn trained the forty-eight state team nenbers. The grant al so supported travel for
site visits and attendance at the National STW Conference. Eight SC m ddle schools applied to
be recogni zed as schools to watch; and four schools were selected for site visits. Lugoff-

El gin M ddl e School in Kershaw County was sel ected as SC?s first School to Watch. In June,
2007 a team of six fromLugoff-Elgin along with five SC STWteam nmenbers attended the Nationa
School s to Watch Conference in Arlington, Virginia. Lugoff-Elgin is serving as a nodel mddle
school in the state. Many SC niddl e schools have requested information on the prograns in

pl ace that resulted in Lugoff-Elgin?s recognition as a School to Watch
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What are the outcomes or results of this program? (Program outcomes can be both quantitative and
gqualitative and should address the program’s objectives. Please use the most recent data available.
Examples of outcomes would be: results of surveys, test data, increase in minority participation, reduction
in achievement gaps, teacher loans awarded, textbooks purchased, etc.)(MAX: 5000 characters)

M ddl e Grades Data Project: As an analytical rather than service project, the outcones are
difficult to quantify; however, our results are planned and nonitored in an interpretive
manner. The desired result is to influence the understandi ng and response of key stakehol ders
to the non-acadenic influences on academ c achi evenent. Specifically, the Mddl e G ades Data
Proj ect seeks to sensitize policy-makers and practitioners to the inportance of addressing the
soci al , economic, and health determ nants of academ c achi evenent; and to notivate themto act
to i mprove these inportant causes. This rationale has been stated previously as follows: "The
pur pose of the proposed analysis by the SC Budget and Control Board?s O fice of Research and
Statistics (ORS) is to elaborate on and provide specificity for the concepts ?di sadvantaged?, ?
poor?, ?low SES?, and ?at risk? as explanations for and predictors of failure to achieve state
academ ¢ standards, especially as assessed by PACT. By |ooking at sone of the concrete data

i ndi cators used to represent disadvantaged or at risk status, the analysis should help point
deci si on-makers toward specific causes of poor academni c performance. These specific causes,
unl i ke vague | abels |ike ?at risk?, point to and invite solutions rather than excuses. |If
children with poor PACT performance, for instance, disproportionately have disabilities and
chronic health problens or are in foster care, this encourages decision-makers to direct
resources toward alleviating these problens. Enhanced services through Medicaid for asthma or
depressi on or through better services for abused children put into foster care can take
pressure off schools that typically rely on academ ¢ and instructional reforns as the sole
remedy for |ow performance on PACT. Inevitably the solutions to poor school perfornmance nust
be both acadeni ¢ assi stance and non-acadeni c services neeting fanmly, health, and econom c
needs. "

Thus far our inpact on results has been | ow. Mst educators are focused on what they do
directly with students to reach state acadenic standards. The M ddle G ades Data Project
anticipates that effective dissemnation of the data warehouse information will notivate nore
pol i cy-makers and practitioners to respond assertively to produce the desired results.

M ddl e Level Teacher Education Initiative: Through the five year period of the MLTEl grant, the
nurmber of prograns preparing Mddl e Gades teachers in South Carolina IHEs grew fromtwo to
fourteen institutions, nine public and five private institutions, serving a | arge geographic
portion of the state. M.TEl appeared before the ECC Committee to discuss supply and demand

i ssues which resulted in a collaboratively planned neeting in January, 2007, which brought

t oget her voices from nost of the stakehol ders serving mddle grades. As a result, severa
conmmittees were formed to address portions of the challenges regarding staffing the mddle
grades with our best prepared and brightest teachers. The conversations continue and have

i nvol ved t he Hi gher Education Roundtable (HERT), SCASA, the SDE Division of Educator Quality
and Leadership and CHE. The grant provided to | HEs an opportunity to becone active participants
i n SCMSA and SCPoMLE, resulting in a stronger network of mddle | evel advocates within each
institution. Meetings were held each year in conjunction with the SCMSA Annual Conference to
update all participants on progress and future opportunities. Every ot her year alternating

Wi th the National Mddle Level Synposium SCPoM.E provides its own synposiumin South Carolina
Wi th support fromthe M.TEl grant. In My, 2008, the third Synposiumis scheduled and will

i nclude SC, NC and GA participants and planners. Mich work is yet to be done, but the presence
of the grant funds and support have hel ped to keep nmiddl e | evel concerns on the front page

rat her than the back burner.

Schools to Watch Initiative: During the first year of SC STW increased int
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Program Evaluations
What was the date of the last external or internal evaluation of this program?

Has an evaluation been conducted?

OvYes ®No

If an evaluation was conducted, what were the results and primary recommendations of the evaluation?
(MAX: 2000 characters)

Can you provide a URL link, electronic version or hard copy of this evaluation to the Education Oversight
Committee?

O ves

ONo
If no, why not?(MAX: 100 characters)
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The following questions do NOT apply to programs having a program code beginning with 01. (These
are programs administered by or through the Department of Education. The Office of Finance at the
Department of Education will provide answers to these questions.) If your program code begins with
01, please hit the NEXT button below. Once you advance to the next page, hit the SUBMIT button.

Please mark the appropriate response:

The total amount of EIA funds requested for this program for the next fiscal year will be:
® The same as appropriated in the current fiscal year’s appropriation

O An increase over the current fiscal year’s appropriation

O A decrease over the current fiscal year’s appropriation

If you indicated an increase or decrease in funding for the next fiscal year, what is the total amount
requested for this program for the next fiscal year?

If you indicated an increase or decrease, please describe the reasons for the increase or decrease. How will
the increase or decrease impact the objectives of the program as answered in question 7?(MAX: 3500
characters)
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Please fill in the attached charts to reflect the budget for this program in the prior fiscal year and the
budget for this program in the current fiscal year.

Funding Source Prior FY Actual Current FY Estimated
EIA 99,999 IlO0,000

General Fund 0 ‘IO

Lottery 0 ‘IO

Fees 0 |I0

Other Sources 0 ‘Io

Grant 0 ‘IO

Contributions, Foundation 0 ‘Io

Other (Specify) 0 ‘IO

Carry Forward from Prior Yr ||O ‘Io

TOTAL 99,999 ‘I 100,000

Expenditures Prior FY Actual Current FY Estimated

Personal Service I

Contractual Services ‘I 99,775 99,500

Supplies and Materials ‘I

Fixed Charges ‘I

Travel ‘I 224 500

Equipment ‘I

Employer Contributions ‘I

Allocations to Districts/Schools/Agencies/Entities

Other: Please explain ‘I

Balance Remaining ‘I

TOTAL ‘| 99,999 100,000

HETES ||
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o] pata entry complete for this year.

Will additional information (eg. charts, tables, graphs, etc.) be submitted under separate cover to EOC for
this program? If so, submit to Melanie Barton at mbarton@eoc.sc.gov. The program number should be
cited in the subject of the e-mail.

OYes ®No
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